




















Cuban Revenue Stamps of the Socialist Era 
 
 
Revenue stamps indicate the payment of government taxes on a wide variety of official documents and 
transactions as established by law.  In Cuba such documents are called gravados (recorded) in reference 
to their recording in official records and archives. In the past, revenue stamps were commonly used in 
most countries to indicate payment of taxes but in the modern era the use of stamps has greatly 
diminished.  In Cuba, revenue stamps continue to be used to satisfy documentary taxes applied to 
diverse documents such as birth and death certificates, permits to operate and business licenses, 
property transactions, auto insurance policies and migratory documents.1   
 
Cuban revenue stamps are not listed in the EDIFIL or Scott’s stamp catalogs because they are not 
stamps valid for postage but are only valid for taxation purposes. In Spanish, revenue stamps are 
properly called SELLO DE TIMBRE or ESPECIES TIMBRADAS vs. SELLO DE PORTE for postage 
stamps.  For stamp collectors, revenue stamps are part of a wide category of collectibles, commonly 
called ‘back of the book’ within philately because they are listed in the last sections of a specialized 
catalogue. Collecting formats for revenue stamps are mint, used off piece and used on piece.   
 
Cuban Law 73/94, the Cuban revenue code currently in force, defines the documentary tax as “the oldest 
in current use in Cuba, whose origins date to the colonial era, with modifications of its types on many 
occasions.”  Stamped revenue paper, with embossed or stamped markings indicating payment of taxes 
and fees, was first used in colonial Cuba in 1637.  Taxable transactions and documents were written 
directly on the stamped paper or had the stamped revenue paper as an attachment sheet in order to be 
considered valid.   
 

 
 

Image 1 – Examples of Cuban colonial and republican revenue stamps. Shown are colonial 1889 
Timbre Móvil, and 1919, 1954-1955 & 1958 republican Timbre Nacional stamps. 

 
Spanish colonial revenue stamps were first issued in 1856 and used until the Spanish surrender to 
American forces in June 1898 after the Spanish American War.  The first general purpose revenue 
stamps were issued in January 1881, replacing stamped revenue paper.  These stamps were 
denominated TIMBRE MOVIL to indicate use as a separate stamp adhered to the document versus 
TIMBRE FIJO which is stamped directly on a document.  

 
So far as is currently known, new revenue stamps were not issued during the American occupation of 
1898-1902.  The 1998 Jones-Rodriguez catalog mentions unverified used examples of US revenue 
stamps overprinted for use in Cuba, but further work is needed to substantiate these issues. In the period 
1902-1917, payment of Cuban documentary taxes was noted manually on the transaction document and 
stamped with the seal of the issuing government department.  
 

                                                           
1 Published in The Cuban Philatelist, Journal of the Cuban Philatelic Society of America, Coral Gables, FL, Volume 

XVI Number 48, Last Third 2004, pp. 103-112. 
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Image 2 – 1961 usage of Cuban republican era revenue stamps on a copy of a birth certificate. 
 
In 1917, the first revenue stamps were issued by independent Cuba. From 1917 until 1958, a wide 
assortment of excise, special purpose and surcharge revenue stamps were issued.  After the 1959 
Revolution, Law 447 of 14 July 1959, Law 550 of 1 September 1959 and Law 998 – New Fiscal Law of 5 
January 1962 authorized documentary taxes.  After 1958, no new revenue stamps were placed into use. 
Use of pre-1959 revenue stamps continued until Law 1213 of 27 June 1967 by the Council of Ministers 
abolished documentary taxes and stamps. Law 1213/67 was published in Granma, the Cuban national 
paper, on 7 July 1967.  
 
The 1998 Specialized Catalog-Handbook of the Revenue Stamps of Cuba, 2nd Edition by William McP. 
Jones & Pedro M. Rodriguez is considered the most current source of information for colonial and 
republican Cuban revenue stamps.  However this catalog does not detail any material after 1958.  For 
reference, a table is given at the end of this study listing all known revenue stamps issued in the Socialist 
era. In December 2004, collectors Héctor Juárez Figueredo, Pedro M. Rodriguez, Rudy J. Roy, Jr. and 
Mark Tyx graciously reviewed this article for clarity. This study should be considered a work in progress.  
 
First Series – 3 January 1983 
 
Law 61 of 24 November 1982 created the Comité Estatal de Finanzas (State Finance Committee) to 
oversee the collection of tax revenues in Cuba.  It was also empowered to issue revenue stamps to 
indicate payment of documentary taxes.  General revenue stamps were placed on sale on 3 January 
1983 at branches of the National Bank of Cuba and designated locations including post offices 
nationwide.  The revenue stamps are affixed to the document to indicate payment of the applicable tax 
and cancelled with the seal of the issuing government agency. 
 

 
 

Image 3 – 1983 Revenue stamps 
 
The 1983 revenue stamps were printed using one-color lithography on white paper, measure 25 x 32 mm, 
and are perforated 12.5.  Denominations of 1,2,5,10 and 20 pesos were issued, which were printed at the 

 2



William Soler print shop of the Cuban Ministry of Communications in Havana.  The stamps bear the text 
“COMITE ESTATAL DE FINANZAS” in the frame below the denomination value.  An examination of the 
1983 revenue stamps shows at least two different printings. The 1983 revenue stamps originally were 
printed on paper watermarked with the letters [R de C], with a dull smooth surface gum which many times 
has poor adhesion.  A subsequent printing, this time on unwatermarked paper with shiny gum, most likely 
dates after 1986.  Additional reprint varieties could exist and it is not presently known if all the original 
1983 values were reprinted with shiny gum. 
 
Second Series – April 1994 
 

 
 

Image 4 – 1994 Revenue stamps 
 
Law 147 of 21 April 1994 created the Ministerio de Finanzas y Precios, [Ministry of Finance and Price 
Control] which replaced the Comité Estatal de Finanzas.  Law 73 of 1994 created the current Cuban 
Tributary System.  Articles 41-44 of Chapter 9 of Law 73/94 establish the documentary tax, while Annex 
3.4 of the same law stipulates fees varying from 5 to 100 pesos. The Oficina Nacional de Administración 
Tributaria (ONAT), [National Office of Tributary Administration] was established as the collections sector 
of the Ministerio de Finanzas y Precios and was given authority to issue revenue stamps.  ONAT was 
also empowered to investigate and audit persons and businesses for compliance. In 2003 ONAT 
collected 626 million pesos in revenue for the Cuban Treasury. 
 
New revenue stamps began to circulate after April 1994, this time with the text “MINISTERIO DE 
FINANZAS Y PRECIOS” in the frame below the denomination value.  By this time, the 1 and 2 peso 
stamps were not used and were not reissued in 1994.  Revenue stamps denominated in 5 and 10 pesos 
were issued with similar colors as the previous 1983 series. No example of the 20 pesos stamp has yet 
surfaced to confirm issuance with the new text.   
 
The 1994 revenue stamps are printed on super white unwatermarked paper using one-color lithography 
and bear a dull smooth surface gum.  Visually, the 1994 stamps have a glossy surface appearance in 
contrast with the matte surface of the 1983 issues. Size and perforation is the same as the 1983 series.  
In 1996, a reprint of the 10 pesos revenue stamp was placed on sale, this time printed in dark blue on 
regular white paper stock with a matte surface appearance.  The new issues were placed on sale at post 
offices nationwide, replacing exhausted stock.  
 
Third Series – 26 April 1996 
 
Annex 3.4 of Law 73/94 establishes documentary taxes payable in convertible pesos for migratory 
transactions. Since 1993 Cuba has operated with two national currencies – the Cuban national peso 
(CUP) and the Cuban convertible peso (CUC) on par with the US dollar.  In July 2004 the Cuban 
convertible peso was equivalent to approximately 27 Cuban national pesos. ONAT Instructive 6/96 
authorized a new series of revenue stamps denominated in convertible pesos.  
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Cuban passport fees, payable in convertible pesos, constitute one example of convertible peso 
documentary taxes.  Applications for Cuban passports are presented at local Directorate of Immigration 
and Foreign Affairs offices, accompanied with three photos and 50$ in convertible peso revenue stamps 
to satisfy the passport fee.  Passport validity extensions, where the expiration date on a passport is 
extended, require the application to be accompanied with 20$ in convertible peso revenue stamps.  
 
The 1996 convertible peso revenue stamps were sold at branches nationwide of BANDEC (Banco de 
Credito y Comercio) [Bank of Credit and Commerce], a banking subsidiary of the National Bank of Cuba, 
which operates as Cuba’s Ministry of the Treasury.  Sales of convertible peso revenue stamps are limited 
to consumers with proof of use such as a passport application form. The convertible peso revenue 
stamps are affixed to the document application, which is not returned to the applicant after submission. 
Because of controlled sales and use, no examples of these stamps are presently known. To date, this 
series of revenue stamps is only known from a November 2002 press article announcing its replacement.    
 
Fourth Series – 20 December 1999 
 
Unofficial reports indicate that in September 1999 a unit of the Directorate of Police Operations for the 
Ministry of Interior identified the use of counterfeit revenue stamps in Havana.  Users of the counterfeit 
stamps were tracked down and they identified both legitimate post office purchases and unofficial street 
purchases as the sources of the counterfeit stamps.  Further investigation work traced the production of 
the counterfeit stamps to a print shop for PUBLICITUR, a unit of the Ministry of Tourism.  The 
characteristic that identified the counterfeit issues was described as a difference in color shade.  Because 
of the scale of the counterfeit operation, ONAT quickly placed new revenue stamps into use.   
 

       
 

 
 

Image 5 – 1999 Revenue Stamps 
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The official ONAT announcement for the new revenue stamps was made on 15 December 1999 in the 
Cuban national paper Granma.  The new stamps were valid effective 20 December 1999, though in many 
locations the new revenue stamps were not available until February 2000.  The previous 1983 and 1994 
issues remained valid until 20 April 2000. The 1999 revenue stamps were sold at post offices nationwide.  
 
The new 1999 revenue stamps are triangular in formation to deter counterfeiting. Denominations of 5, 10, 
and 20 pesos were issued, measuring 46 x 46 x 64 mm, perforated 12.5.  The 1999 stamps have a 
glossy surface, printed on super white unwatermarked paper with a dull sheen surface gum.  The 1999 
stamps were produced using one-color lithography at the William Soler print shop of the Cuban Ministry 
of Communications.   
 
Fifth Series – 1 January 2003 
 
On 9 November 2002, the Ministerio de Finanzas y Precios announced a new series of convertible peso 
denominated revenue stamps.  Resolution 258 of the Ministerio de Finanzas y Precios dated 26 
December 2002 officially authorized the new issue.  The new stamps were placed on sale nationwide on 
1 January 2003 at branches of the Bank of Credit and Commerce (BANDEC).  The previous 1996 types 
remained valid until 31 December 2002. It is a common practice in Cuba to purchase revenue stamps 
prior to use, but no grace period was given to exchange or use the 1996 demonetized stamps.  This led 
to complaints and financial loss to those who held invalidated 1996 stamps. 
 
The details given in the official press announcement state that the new revenue stamps duplicate the 
triangular format and production specifications of the 1999 ONAT revenue stamps denominated in 
national currency.  The new convertible peso revenue stamps were issued in denominations of 5,10,20 
and 50 convertible pesos printed respectively in green, red, violet and yellow.  As with the 1999 national 
currency stamps, it is likely the 2003 stamps were issued with a triangular format to deter counterfeiting.  
Due to controlled sale and use, as with the 1996 stamps, no image is currently available. 
 
Sixth Series – 1 January 2004 
 

 
 

Image 6 – 2004 Revenue stamps 
 
Resolution 78 of the Ministerio of Finanzas y Precios dated 3 November 2003 authorized a new series of 
revenue stamps denominated in national currency. On 1 January 2004 the new series was placed on 
sale, this time incorporating a number of high technology security features. The new stamps were printed 
on thick watermarked security paper with embedded orange, yellow, blue and red silk threads that are 
visible with ultraviolet light.  The colored outer frame bears the letters ONAT in a repeating micro print 
pattern that forms the background color.  The inner oval bears the denomination also spelled out in a 
repeating micro print pattern that forms the background pattern. These security features are easily 
observable with a 10-power lens. 
 
The new stamps are perforated 12.5, with rough perforations at times, and measure 32 x 24.5 mm with a 
dull surface gum.  The new stamps are printed in sheets of 81 stamps in a format of nine stamps per row.  
The new revenue stamps are currently on sale at post offices nationwide. The previous 1999 types 
remained valid until 31 March 2004.   
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Seventh Series – 15 March 2004 
 
Resolution 78 of the Ministerio de Finanzas y Precios dated 3 November 2003 also authorized the issue 
of new revenue stamps denominated in convertible pesos. The official announcement introducing the new 
series was published on 11 March 2004. The new stamps were issued in denominations of 5,10, 20 and 
50 convertible pesos. The new stamps were placed on sale at BANDEC branches nationwide on 15 
March 2004, with the previous 2003 types remaining valid until 30 June 2004.   
 

 
 

Image 7 – 2004 Convertible peso revenue stamp 
 
The new 2004 convertible peso revenue stamps are perforated 12.5, measure 49 x 32 mm with a dull 
surface gum, and are printed on white paper with a watermark with a repeating four-petal flower design. 
Additional security features include embedded red, blue, yellow and orange fibers, which are visible under 
ultraviolet light and a holographic strip placed vertically along the right side of the stamp with the text 
SECURE in a repeating pattern.  The outer frame background of the stamp consists of the acronym 
ONAT in a repeating pattern and the inside frame background consists of the denomination in a repeating 
micro print pattern. The use of a security holographic strip is similar to the Cuban Airport Departure Tax 
stamps of 2001 to the present.  
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General Reference Table - Cuban Revenue Stamps 1983 – 2004 
 
The table below gives the year of issue, denomination, color, issuer, size, gum, printing details and 
watermark for Cuban revenue stamps issued since 1983.  The reader should be aware of the following 
parameters.  Due to the lack of information available for the 1983 and 1994-6 issues, a goal of this study 
has been to verify the existence of the revenue stamps listed. The items not highlighted presently have 
not been verified. Readers are asked to report any stamps not included in the table.    
 
It is presently assumed all the 1983 values were originally printed on watermarked paper and dull gum.  It 
is presently unknown if all the 1983 values were reprinted with unwatermarked paper and shiny gum.  
The characteristics of the counterfeits of the 1983 and 1994-6 issues have yet to be fully documented.   
 
1 1983 1 peso Brown Comite Estatal 25 x 32mm Matte Litho/R de C 
1 1983 2 pesos Lime Green Comite Estatal 25 x 32mm Matte Litho/R de C 
1 1983 5 pesos Dk Turquoise Comite Estatal 25 x 32mm Matte Litho/R de C 
1 1983 10 pesos Red? Comite Estatal 25 x 32mm Matte Litho/R de C 
1 1983 20 pesos Black Comite Estatal 25 x 32mm Matte Litho/R de C 
        
1 1986 ? 1 peso Brown Comite Estatal 25 x 32mm Shiny Litho/Unwatermark 
1 1986 ? 2 pesos Lime Green Comite Estatal 25 x 32mm Shiny Litho/Unwatermark 
1 1986 ? 5 pesos Dk Turquoise Comite Estatal 25 x 32mm Shiny Litho/Unwatermark 
1 1986 ? 10 pesos Red? Comite Estatal 25 x 32mm Shiny Litho/Unwatermark 
1 1986 ? 20 pesos Black Comite Estatal 25 x 32mm Shiny Litho/Unwatermark 
        
2 1994 5 pesos Lt Turquoise MinFinPrecios 25 x 32mm Matte Litho/Unwatermark 
2 1994 10 pesos Pink MinFinPrecios 25 x 32mm Matte Litho/Unwatermark 
2 1996 10 pesos Dark Blue MinFinPrecios 25 x 32mm Matte Litho/Unwatermark 
2 1994 20 pesos Black MinFinPrecios 25 x 32mm Matte Litho/Unwatermark 
        
3 1996 5 dollars      
3 1996 10 dollars      
3 1996 20 dollars      
3 1996 50 dollars      
        
4 1999 5 pesos Red ONAT 46 x 46 x 64  Matte Litho/Unwatermark 
4 1999 10 pesos Lime Green ONAT 46 x 46 x 64 Matte Litho/Unwatermark 
4 1999 20 pesos Royal Blue ONAT 46 x 46 x 64 Matte Litho/Unwatermark 
        
5 2003 5 dollars Green ONAT 46 x 46 x 64 Matte? Litho/Unwatermark 
5 2003 10 dollars Red ONAT 46 x 46 x 64 Matte? Litho/Unwatermark 
5 2003 20 dollars Violet ONAT 46 x 46 x 64 Matte? Litho/Unwatermark 
5 2003 50 dollars Yellow ONAT 46 x 46 x 64 Matte? Litho/Unwatermark 
        
6 2004 5 pesos Royal Blue ONAT 32 x 24.5 mm Matte Litho/Watermark 
6 2004 10 pesos Lime Green ONAT 32 x 24.5 mm Matte Litho/Watermark 
6 2004 20 pesos Red ONAT 32 x 24.5 mm Matte Litho/Watermark 
        
7 2004 5 dollars Orange ONAT 32 x 24.5 mm  Hologram 
7 2004 10 dollars Blue Violet ONAT 32 x 24.5 mm  Hologram 
7 2004 20 dollars Gray ONAT 32 x 24.5 mm  Hologram 
7 2004 50 dollars Brown ONAT 32 x 24.5 mm  Hologram 
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